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Hiroyoshi OHASHI: In Memory of Dr. Shoji SHIBATA, Former Editor-in-Chief 
of The Journal of Japanese Botany 


Editor-in-Chief of The Journal of Japanese Botany 


Dr. Shoji Shibata (23 October 1915-12 July 
2016), Professor Emeritus of The University 
of Tokyo and Meiji Pharmaceutical University 
and Member of The Japan Academy, passed 
away at the age of 100. He had been a leading 
authority in pharmacognosy, phytochemistry, 
and organic chemistry of natural products 
in Japan and in pharmaceutical Sciences and 
chemistry helds worldwide. His studies of crude 
drugs stored in Shosoin since the 8th century 
are well-known in Japan. He was a member of 
the Editorial Board of The Journal of Japanese 
Botany between May 1986 and January 
2006 and during almost the whole period he 
worked as the Editor-in-Chief. The Journal was 
modihed to the present style under his guidance 
starting with Volume 66 Number 1 in 1991. We 
dedicated Volume 84 Number 2 of the Journal 
as ‘Shibata Special Issue’ in commemoration 
of his great contributions. His last contribution, 
with his associates, on the Shosoin drugs was 
published as ‘Original plant of Shosoin “Koboku 
( ff fh )” in which he identihed the material as 
Engelhardia roxburghiana (Sashida Y., Yoneda 
K., Aimi N., Kondo K., M iz uno M. and Shibata 
S. 2009. J. Jpn. Bot. 84 : 63-76). 
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